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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR ALSO IN DARK ABOUT GUB VOTE ON 
RESOLUTION 

1. I MET NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR MA JANG CHOL AND HIS DCM JANG 
JUN YONG AT A SOVIET ART EXHIBITION OCTOBER 20, AND AS USUAL EX- 
CHANGED GREETINGS WITH THE AMBASSADOR IN JAPANESE (HE SPEAKS NO 
ENGLISH AND SEEMS NOT TO MIND USING JAPANESE). I ASKED HIM WHAT 

HE THOUGHT WOULD HAPPEN ON THE KOREAN RESOLUTION. HE SAID HE WAS 
OF COURSE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THEIR RESOLUTION WOULD BE ADOPTED. 
AND ASKED WHAT I THOUGHT; DID NOT OUR ACCOMMODATION OF THE FRENCH 
MODIFICATIONS SHOW WE KNEW OUR RESOLUTION WAS WEAK? QUOTE THE 
CONTRARY, I SAID, WE WERE EQUALLY CONFIDENT OUR RESOLUTION WOULD 
WIN. BUT HOW ARE THE BURMESE GOING TO VOTE? MA SHRUGGED. GRIM 
ACED, AND SAID "THEY WON'T TELL ME ANYTHING." 

2. BIOGRAPHIC COMMENT: THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME I HAVE SEEN MA 
SINCE HIS ELEVATION TO AMBASSADOR. HE WAS PLEASANT AS USUAL; HE 
IS ONE OF THE FEW NORTH KOREANS I HAVE MET WHOSE MANNER DOES NOT 
REMIND ONE IRRESISTIBLY OF PANMUNJOM. IN CONTRAST, THERE HAS BEEN 
A BIG CHANGE IN MA'S DEPUTY. JANG, A POOR LINGUIST, SPENT WEEKS 
LEARNING HOW TO SAY. THROUGH CLENCHED TEETH, "GET YOUR TROOPS OUT 
OF KOREA*" FOR MY BENEFIT. AT RECEPTIONS. SEEMING ME WITH MA, HE 
USED TO COME UP AND ATTEMPT TO DELIVER THIS STANDARD GREETING, 
EVENTUALLY, A FEW MONTHS AGO, ACHIEVING INTELLIGIBILITY. I 
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ASSUME HE IS THEIR STATION CHIEF. MA HAS OFTEN POKED GENTLE FUN 
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AT JANG BECAUSE OF HIS LACK OF JAPANESE. AT MONDAY S RECEPTION, 

JANG SEEMED A CHANGED MAN. HE IS WORKING ON A NEW ENGLISH PHRASE 
WHICH, WHILE NOT YET FULLY INTELLIGIBLE, IS CLEARLY MEANT TO BE 
PLEASANT. HE EVEN TRIED (UNSUCCESSFULLY) TO SPEAK A LITTLE JAP- 
ANESE WITH US. HE WAS NOT WEARING HIS KIM BUTTON, ANOTHER FIRST, 

AS FAR AS I RECALL. I DID NOT SEE MA'S INTERPRETER, A RATHER 

SURLY YOUNG MAN WHO, HOWEVER, IS USUALLY GLAD TO EXCHANGE A FEW 

PLEASANTRIES IN BURMESE (HE SPEAKS NO ENGLISH). 

OSBORN 
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